Tri-County Cancer Work Group Meeting
June 21, 2006
 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. at CPAC

Minutes

Attendance:  Loretta Aloi/Cooper Hospital CME Dept.; Hilary Colbert/Burlington County Cancer Coalition; Annette Conklin/Virtua Health; Denise Cortland/Lourdes Medical Center; Lisa Little/Gloucester County Cancer Coalition; Kathleen McCabe/Moorestown VNA; Jina Mosley/Cooper Hospital CME Dept.; Jean Mouch/Camden County Cancer Coalition.
1.   Introductions - Hilary Colbert welcomed those present and introductions were made.  
2.  Minutes - Minutes from the May 24, 2006 meeting were reviewed.  Annette Conklin clarified that she was only partly in charge of revamping the nursing curriculum at Camden County College and asked that the minutes reflect that change. Motion for approval of the May 24th Minutes with the suggested change was made by Annette Conklin, seconded by Lisa Little and approved by those present.
3. Tri County “The Big C” Event Updates -  
Loretta Aloi and Jina Mosley provided an evaluation summary from the Big C event.  They noted that a 3 month follow up survey will also be conducted with the results shared at the next meeting.  Of the 119 people that attended the event, 86 completed evaluation forms.  Some of the interesting results from the evaluation included some of the comments from respondents about what they would do differently in their practice as a result of the information learned at the conference.  Respondents overwhelmingly reported that the learning objectives for the conference had been met.  A final report including the 3 month follow-up survey results will be provided at the next meeting.  Cooper is awaiting some final figures on the monies collected for the event.  Loretta noted that any extra funds would remain at the Cooper CME Department and can be used for any future events the Tri County Work Group holds.  

4. Tri County – Future Plans

The Work Group talked about taking the leftover funds from The Big C and putting it towards another tri-county educational event.  It was suggested that the conference consist of a main session followed by several break out sessions.  Several topics were brought up including lung cancer and smoking, pain management and survivorship. Survivorship was the topic chosen with possible break out sessions to include:

· palliative care

· connections between various types of cancers

· family member and care giver issues
The group discussed other possible regional work to tackle.  One suggestion was writing a grant to the Lance Armstrong Foundation to get a planning grant for regional cancer survey work.  The National Coalition of Cancer Survivors could also be a potential source of funding for a regional survey.  One suggestion was to do an over sample of minority areas and use the information from the survey to update the Cancer Resource Database of New Jersey (CRDNJ) for issues related to survivorship.  The CRDNJ is almost a live site (www.njcancer.gov) which people can access for information. 
The proposed date for the conference would be spring 2007.  It was recommended that the timing of the event be moved up with 5 – 6pm set aside for dinner and 6 – 8pm used for the actual event.  It was suggested that charging even a nominal fee ($5 – 15) for the conference would ensure good attendance and could be used to cover part of the cost for the CMEs/CEUs; family members of survivors would be granted scholarships to attend the event.  
TO DO:  Jean will contact Dr. Alan Weinstein, Medical Director of the Cancer Center at Virtua to see if Virtua can provide food and space for the event.  She will also contact Joan Yearly in Medical Affairs to see if Virtua is willing to pick up the CMEs/CEUs for the event.

TO DO:  Jean will look into whether the Work Group can get a grant for the conference through the Camden County Medical Society to pay for CMEs.

TO DO: Jean Mouch and Kathleen McCabe will look into the possibilities of foundation support for the survey

TO DO: Jean and Kathleen will look into possible survey questions that get at whether people are using alternative medications/holistic therapies and how they incorporate these with cancer treatment.  Dr. Ronald Ciccone from Lourdes Wellness Center will be outreached regarding the survey and survey questions.
5. Upcoming Tri County Events
Medford – Camp Firefly for young cancer survivors - August
6. Other: 
· New Jersey and Connecticut are working together regarding the casinos – both states have similar issues with smoking in the casinos.
· Evelyn Schoel, the former Gloucester County CAT Coordinator is going to be working out of the South West Council in the three counties doing community outreach.  SODAT got funded in Gloucester County with the former CAT money.
· Annette Conklin reported that the Oncology Nursing Society is providing contact hours for nurses who watch the “Lion in the House” series on PBS.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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